Step 1



Researching the History of Your Pagosa Springs Property:  

Sources of Information

1)
Review all locally available forms and printed information.  Contact the                  Historic Preservation Board Staff at the Town of Pagosa Springs Planning and Building Office in Town Hall.  The Historic Preservation Resource Library at Town Hall has various resources for public use. 

2)
Refer to the Colorado Historical Society website for a wealth of information:  oahp@chs.state.co.us.  Specifically, use this website for an illustrated dictionary of Colorado architecture, a guide to architectural lexicon, and links to research sources.

3)
Sanborn Insurance Maps for the years 1910 and 1919 cover downtown Pagosa Springs, and may provide you with information on past uses or owners of your property.  These maps are part of the Historical Preservation Resource Library at Town Hall.

4)
The Ruby Sisson Public Library’s Hershey Collection contains many resources concerned with Colorado history, and a few that describe local history.  The Pagosa Sun back issues are on microfilm at the library.

5)
The Archuleta County tax assessor’s office can provide legal descriptions, names of previous owners, dates of alterations, and other useful information. 

6)
A title company can research the chain of ownership, for a fee.

7)
The San Juan Historical Society operates a museum of local history, located next to the San Juan River bridge on Highway 160, just east of downtown.  In this museum are many resources including photos and written materials.  Titles of publications on local history include:



Remembrances, Vols. 1 thru 7



Pagosa Springs Walking Tour Guide, by John Motter



Pagosa Lumber Co. Railroads and Sawmills, by Robert Sullenberger



Pagosa Country, The First 50 Years, by John Motter



Pioneers of the San Juan Country, Vols. 1 thru 5, by the D.A.R.



Pagosa Springs, Colorado 1891-1991, Centennial Edition of the Sun



Historic Buildings Survey, Cultural Resource Planning, 2002  

