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TOWN COUNCIL SPECIAL
MEETING MINUTES
FRIDAY, MARCH 13, 2015
Town Hall Council Chambers
551 Hot Springs Blvd
7:30 a.m.

CALL MEETING TO ORDER — Mayor Volger, Council Member Alley, Council Member Bunning, Council
Member Egan, Council Member Lattin, Council Member Patel, Council Member Schanzenbaker

PUBLIC COMMENT - Mr. Mark Weiler said that marijuana retailers do not have a banking option, he
as a representative for First SouthWest Bank would like to be the first to allow these retailers in the
banks. He said the State of Colorado has set up regulations and the council should adopt the State’s
regulations and allow economic development as retail marijuana businesses in our town.

NEW BUSINESS - The planning commission reviewed the possible locations of establishments within
town limits and recommended the Town Council prohibit marijuana businesses within town. The
historic preservation board recommended allowing the licensing of marijuana businesses. Council
Member Alley said the planning commission was not asked for a recommendation for or against
allowing marijuana businesses in town limits and feels the planning commission’s opinion is not
relevant. Mayor Volger said he was at the planning commission meeting and asked them to
recommend a location for these businesses, the planning commission made a recommendation not
to allow them within town limits. Council Member Schanzenbaker agrees with Council Member
Alley’s comments on the recommendation from the planning commission. Mayor Volger said the
planning commission’s recommendation is a non issue for the town council. Town Planner Dickhoff
reviewed the locations according to the county regulations. These include buffers for schools,
daycares, churches, parks, and residential districts. Council Member Schanzenbaker said restriction
circles can be altered from what the county has established in order to allow businesses in town
areas. The buffer limits can be modified depending on the areas of town.

1. Approval of Types of Marijuana Establishments (Retail / Medicinal)
Approval of Dual Operations (Retail and Medicinal Marijuana at Same Location)
Approval of Location of Retail and/or Medicinal Marijuana Cultivation Operations
Approval of Marijuana Retail and/or Medicinal Operations Parameters and Restrictions
Approval of Retail and/or Medicinal Location Restrictions — Council Member Egan said
honoring the restrictions from churches and schools is important, he recommends the 750 feet
buffer for uptown and downtown areas. Council Member Egan moved to have buffer zones for
marijuana facilities, Attorney Bob Cole said there are already in place statutorily restrictions of
1,000 feet from schools, daycares, and drug/alcohol treatment facility. Council Member Egan
withdrew his motion. Commissioner Whiting said the county limited certain areas they believed
were areas of impressionable minds. He said the churches and park restrictions are based on an
emotional state. Schools, parks, daycare facility, alcohol/drug treatment, and churches are
restricted per the county. Council Member Bunning moved to buffer school facilities of at lease
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1,000 feet, Council Member Egan seconded, unanimously approved. Council Member Egan
moved to approve a 1,000 feet buffer around child daycare facilities, Council Member Patel
seconded, unanimously approved. Attorney Cole said “residential childcare facility” is how the
state words the restrictions. Council Member Bunning moved to establish a 1,000 foot buffer for
drug/alcohol treatment facility, Council Member Schanzenbaker seconded, unanimously
approved. Attorney Starr said he recommends determining suitability of the facility at the time
of the application not at the time of licensing. Council Member Bunning said changes of
ownership can be a determination of suitability when that situation comes before the authority
board. Council Member Alley asked about the possibility of a church moving in just prior to a
marijuana establishment applying for an application, Attorney Cole said the council could define
a date for applications in order to avoid this situation. Mayor Volger said including park areas is
a way to keep marijuana businesses away from impressionable youths. Council Member
Schanzenbaker said limiting parks leaves no retail areas for businesses downtown. Mr. Jason
Werby said buffer around parks will discourage people from using public spaces after purchases.
Mr. Jeremy Bonin said other communities have restricted parks; Durango has a 250 foot buffer.
Town Manager Dickhoff said zone district are another restrictions to take in mind. Council
Member Egan move to table a decision on park buffers, Council Member Alley seconded,
unanimously approved. Staff will prepare maps with and without limits on parks. Council
Member Bunning moved to include a buffer zone around churches, Council Member Egan
seconded, Council Member Bunning amended his motion to read a 1,000 foot buffer zone
around churches, Council Member Egan withdrew his second, motion died for lack of a second.
Council Member Schanzenbaker moved to table the church buffer area item, Council Member
Egan seconded, unanimously approved. Staff is to provide maps with the three buffer zones for
schools, child daycare, and drug/alcohol treatment centers for council’s review. Attorney Cole
said the 250 residential restrictions is not a state regulation, but the county has adopted this
restriction.

6. Approval of Town of Pagosa Springs Retail and/or Medicinal Marijuana Local Licensing

Authority

Approval of Retail and / or Medicinal Marijuana Licensing Restrictions

Approval of Retail and / or Medicinal Marijuana Enforcement Procedures

Approval of Retail and / or Medicinal Marijuana Fees and Taxes

10. Approval for Directing Staff to Extend Ordinance 796 Marijuana Business Prohibition Beyond
the June 1, 2015 Deadline - Council Member Bunning said the timeframe is not realistic and
would like to extend the deadline. Mayor Volger agrees with Council Member Bunning. He said
this controversial issue could be put to a vote of the people at the April 2016 election. Mr. Bill
Hudson said he will help with making maps. Council Member Schanzenbaker said extending the
moratorium if necessary is easy, he said this is business licensing issue and not an item that
needs to be determined by a vote of the people. Council Member Bunning agrees with Council
Member Schanzenbaker and wants to have the opportunity to apply good regulations to this
issue. Council Member Egan would like more information on realistic timeline to extend the
moratorium, but does not support taking this issue to a vote of the people. Commissioner
Whiting said a citizen task force worked with the county to address issues, he suggests using a
citizen task force to assist. Mr. Morgan Murri said the current timeline is sufficient and can be
completed with the already completed regulation templates. Council Member Patel discourages
a task force and does not want to move the moratorium expiration date at this time. Mr. Bill
Delaney doesn’t agree with putting this to a vote of the people. Council Member Egan moved to
direct staff to analyze a timeline on putting the regulations in place and report to council,
motion died for lack of second.
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PUBLIC COMMENT — Mr. Jason Werby suggests the rules put in place the same restrictions as the
county. He would like to see a restriction for production in town limits to protect the current business
owners and local jobs. He supports Mayor Volger’s suggestion to bring the item to a vote of the
people. Commissioner Whiting said vertical integration requires 70% of the product to be grown in
the community, he suggests the Town consider this as a regulation.



V. COUNCIL IDEAS AND COMMENTS
VL. NEXT TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MARCH 19, 2015 AT 5:00PM
VII. ADJOURNMENT — Upon motion duly made, the meeting adjourned at 9:45am.

Don Volger
Mayor



